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of St. James of Compostella in Spain in1 1456. On
II August 14575 he received royal licence2 to travel to
the East, and accordingly went on his first pilgrimage to
Jerusalem in 1458 and his second in 1462, At an un-
known date he seems to have resigned his fellowship to
take up holy orders. He lived as an inmate of Edyngdon
Monastery in Wiltshire for a period, and since Eton College
and her sister college at Cambridge were specially founded
for secular priests, William Wey presumably must have
vacated his post at Eton,3 The last of his pilgrimages
was probably undertaken at the advanced age of seventy.4
Although Wey's narrative offers no special contribution
to the existing body of knowledge as to either length and
stages of the voyage or the description of the holy places,
it possesses several noteworthy features. It opens with
an exposition of some practical matters which must have
been a great source of anxiety, particularly to pilgrims of
modest means. These include the rates of exchange5 in
1  The Itineraries of William Wey, iii,   William Wey's name appears in
the books of Eton College as Fellow attesting the admission of one Richard
Hopton on ro May 1453 and of John Gegur on 7 November 1453 to
Fellowships of his College.
2 This royal brief, edited in the introduction to the Itineraries, iii~iv, is
worthy of quoting in extenso as a good example of special licences granted to
English pilgrims: 'Trusty and well-beloved we grete you wele, and, foras-
muche as we understonde that our well-beloved clerc Maister William Wey,
oon of youre Felawes, entendeth in brief time by the grace of God to passe
over the See on peregrinage, as to Rome, to Jerusalem, and to other Holy
Places, and so humbly hath he soughte us to graunt unto hym our especial
licence so to doo; Wee, having tendre consideration unto his blessed purpos
and entent, have licensied hym to execute his said peregrinage, and wol that
at suche tyme as he shall retourne unto our College that he be accepted there
as a Fekwe of the same, in like Wyse and Fourme as he now standeth therein,
and that the yerely pension with other Deutes growing unto hym during his
said peregrinage within our said College, be observed oonly and kept to his
propre use unto his said Retournynge.    And that this considering our
License graunted unto hym and his good entent be doon, any statute or
ordeynance made to the contrarie notwithstanding.   Yeven under our Signet
at our Castell of Kenelworth, the xith day of August/
'To our trusty and well-beloved the Provost and Felawes of oure College
Roial of our Lady of Eton/ Though the year is not mentioned in the letter,
inquiry into the preceding and succeeding entries establishes this as 1457.
a The Itinerdries of William Wey, iv-v,         4 ib., v,         * ib., 1-3.